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School  Committee  Favors 
Reduced  Board  Size 


The  School  Committee  voted 
3-2  Monday  night  to  support  a 
reduction  of  the  board  from  six 
to  five  members. 

Chairman  Doris  Golden  ex- 
plained that  she  had  led  the  citi- 
zen’s petition  endorsing  such  a 
change  which  was  submitted  as 
an  article  in  the  town  warrant. 
Several  School  Committee 
members  had  signed  the  peti- 
tion, she  said. 

This  week  the  board  was  ask- 
ed by  Richard  Silvia  of  South 
Main  Street  to  state  their  feel- 
ings about  the  change,  so  that 
he  could  report  back  to  the 
Committee  to  Study  Town  Gov- 
ernment Structure  which  was 
meeting  the  same  evening. 

A motion  was  made  to  sup- 
port the  reduction  in  number  of 
members.  Golden  said  that  she 
had  surveyed  the  school  com- 
mittees of  surrounding  towns 
and  found  that  most  had  five 
members,  one  had  seven,  and 
another  would  have  more  than 
five.  She  noted  that  in  the  years 
she  had  served,  the  number  of 


six  members  had  often  been 
questioned,  and  that  stalemated 
votes  that  had  occurred  had 
been  frustrating. 

Committee  member  Joseph- 
ine Mahoney  said  that  more 
members  on  a committee 
doesn’t  necessarily  insure  better 
representation  and  that  often 
they  are  cumbersome  in  deci- 
sion making.  Member  John 
I-angmaid  disagreed,  “An  even 
number  of  members  forces  a 
compromise,  a one  person  ma- 
jority in  a five  member  board 
isn’t  strong  enough.”  He  added 
that  the  School  Committee 
shouldn't  be  required  to  vote 
formally  on  the  matter. 

Committee  member  Pat 
Walsh  said  that  the  vote  should 
come  on  the  Town  Meeting 
floor  and  needn’t  come  from 
the  School  Committee  at  all.  It 
was  agreed  that  an  informal  poll 
of  the  committee  members  was 
all  that  was  required  to  inform 
the  Study  Committee  of  their 
decision,  but  because  a motion 
had  been  made  and  seconded,  a 
vote  had  to  be  taken. 


Water  Complaints  Down 
But  One  Trickles  In 


The  number  of  water  com- 
plaints has  vastly  decreased  in 
Cohasset  since  late  fall  and 
early  winter,  but  one  more 
trickled  past  Selectmen  last 
week. 

Majoric  Anderson  of  Brew- 
ster Road  stated  that  for  over 
three  months  the  water  in  her 
home  has  been  deplorable  and 
that  numerous  individuals  in 
the  same  situation  have  re- 
ceived negative  responses  to 
their  requests  for  help  or  an 
answer  to  the  problem. 

Anderson  claimed  that  she 
had  to  w ait  several  weeks  for  a 
repairman  to  replace  her  tank- 
less water  heater  coil,  which 
cost  $45  because  so  many 
other  Cohasset  calls  of  the 
same  nature  monopolized  re- 
pair services.  She  noted  that 
her  water  bill  for  1978  cost 
$266.  which  she  sound  “an 
exhorbitant  price  for  such  poor 
service.’’ 

Edwin  Pratt,  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Water  Depart- 
ment, responded  early  - this 
week  to  Anderson's  com- 
plaints. There  have  been 
marked  improvements  in  the 
water  system  over  the  last  few 
months,  he  said,  with  little  or 
no  complaints. 

The  water  system's  woes  of 
discoloration  and  presence  of 
sediments  in  the  water  have 
been  attributed  to  the  reversal 
of  Flows  from  the  installation 
of  the  new  water  treatment 
plant  last  spring,  the  January 


draining  of  the  town's  stand- 
pipe and  the  antiquated  pipe- 
lines within  the  system. 

“Every  attempt  has  been 
made  to  answer  every  individ- 
ual call."  Pratr  said,  but  noted 
that  emergency  calls  during 
the  cold  spell  were  answered 
first. 

Pratt  couldn't  find  any  rec- 
ord of  Anderson  having  called 
the  Water  Department.  As  for 
the  cost  of  her  water  bill  he 
had  no  comment,  because  he 
had  no  way  of  knowing  what 
her  water  needs  were. 

Pratt  added  that  state  public 
health  chemists  are  satisfied 
with  Cohasset's  water. 

Any  problems  associated 
with  the  system,  are  all  a part 
of  the  transition  to  the  treat- 
ment plant  and  reservoir,  he 
said. 
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Town  Hall 
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met  at  the  Town  Hall  to  discuss 
this  major  disagreement  con- 
cerning Section  429  (historic 
buildings)  of  the  Building  Code. 

All  agreed  that  the  factor  of 
the  building’s  safety  was  their 
greatest  interest,  Donham  said, 
but  the  meeting  ended  at  an  im- 
passe when  the  matter  of  the 
Code  couldn’t  be  resolved 
among  them.  The  next  day  they 
sought  guidance  from  Paul 
Moriarty,  Chief  Counsel  for  the 
State  Building  Code  Commis- 
sion and  David  MacArtney,  a 
staff  engineer  for  the  Commis- 
sion, procedures  were  set  for 
the  continued  review  of  the  re- 
novation plan. 

Litchfield  said  it  was  decided 
that  the  Study  Committee  must 
first  obtain  approval  of  the 
completed  version  of  the  reno 
vation  plan  from  the  state  His- 
toric Commission.  If  their  plan 
is  approved,  it  is  passed  on  to 
Litchfield  for  further  review  . 

"Section  429  is  still  in  ques- 


tion,” Litchfield  said.  "They 
(the  Committee)  have  a lot  of 
obstacles  to  get  over  within  that 
Code  book.  I can’t  commit  my- 
self until  I have  a complete  set 
of  structural  drawings.” 

Donham  said  that  the  plan  is 
essentially  the  same  now  as  it 
was  when  it  was  last  publically 
proposed.  The  changes  it  has 
undergone  include  the  enlarg- 
ment  of  the  offices  of  the  Select- 
men, the  Selectmen's  Clerk, 
and  the  Town  Clerk,  as  well  as 
the  moving  of  the  conference 
room  so  that  it  adjoins  a narrow 
file  room. 

Donham  said  that  he  was 
confident  the  proposed  plan 
would  be  compatible  with  the 
Historic  Commission’s  opinion 
on  the  changing  of  the  Town 
Hall.  The  exterior  of  the  build- 
ing, the  portion  that  most  con- 
cerns the  Historic  Commission, 
Donham  said,  would  be  left  al- 
most the  same,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  an  access  ramp  on  the 
parking  lot  side. 


Should  the  plan  be  forwarded 
to  Litchfield,  Donham  said, 
a written  amendment  will  be  in- 
cluded describing  the  plan’s  fire 
safety  features  and  interpreta- 
tions of  applicable  portions  of 
the  Building  Cod...  Litchfield 
will  then  be  required  to  respond 
in  writing  as  to  whether  he 
agrees  to  the  plan  or  not . 

If  all  goes  well,  there  will  be  a 
meeting  with  the  Historic  Com- 
mission at  the  end  of  this  week 
to  discuss  approval  of  the  plan. 
If  disagreement  ensues  there- 
after, a resolution  will  be  sought 
from  the  State  Building  Code 
Commission  once  agan. 
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I'm  a rare  bird- 
a blood  donor. 


How  to  do  the 
impossible 
7differentways. 


Saving  is  next  to  impossible  if  you’ve 
got  tlit‘  wrong  kind  of  savings  plan.  At 
South  Shore  Bank,  we  offer  you  7 
different  plans.  And  when  you  have 
the  one  that's  right  for  you,  anything's 
possible. 
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Special  of  the  week 

$4.50 

Eugenio  *s  Peppered  Steak  Parmegiana 

Choice  of  potato,  vegetable,  and  salad 
or  pasta  and  salad . 


O'i  the  Waie'i'ont 
44  Jericho  Roaa 
Sciluale  Ha'DOf 
444  4 700 
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